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FACTSHEET ON INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL POLICY 
 
 
The cultural side of foreign policy was long regarded as a logical extension of politics and economics. That view has 
changed, and culture is now assigned a much more important role, joining politics and economics as an 
independent pillar of foreign policy. 
 
ά/ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǎǘŜǊǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƳ ƻƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǊƛŎƘŜǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿ Ƙƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ƛǘΦέ 
 
/ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŀƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ bŜǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘǎΩ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ŀōǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ relations with 
other countries. The ties between two countries are defined by the closeness of their contacts and the mutual 
esteem that arises from them. 
 
Since March 1997, international cultural policy has been the responsibility of two members of the Dutch 
government: the State Secretary for Foreign Affairs and the State Secretary for Education, Culture and Science. 
 
LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿ ƻ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΥ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ bŜǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘǎΩ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŜǇŜƴ 
cultural exchange between the Netherlands and other countries. International cultural policy is financed from the 
Netherlands Culture Fund, which initially amounted to NLG 16 million and in 2003 will ōŜ ϵммΣоппΣрлр όb[D нр 
million). The money comes from the Homogenous Budget for International Cooperation and other sources. 
 
A priority of ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 5ǳǘŎƘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳ ŜƴǘΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀōǊƻŀŘΣ 
especially the cultural capacity of 13 missions: New York, Paris, Berlin, London, Rome, Budapest, Prague, Moscow, 
Pretoria, Tokyo, Madrid, Jakarta, and Ottawa. To deliver the best possible international cultural policy, the 
government has set out regional priorities. This has led to a stronger cultural capacity at the embassies in some 
priority countries. Priority countries receive most of the Netherlands CǳƭǘǳǊŜ CǳƴŘΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ 
 
The delivery of international cultural policy has been partly devolved to (i) embassies with a strengthened cultural 
capacity and (ii) cultural funds and institutions in the Netherlands. Policy is also delivered by the Embassy Cultural 
Projects Programme (PCAB) and the International Cultural Policy Programme (PICB), and ς increasingly ς by two 
cultural institutions, the Institut Néerlandais in Paris and the Erasmushuis in Jakarta. 
 
The ministries in the Hague, the missions, and the cultural sector need to work as a team in order to deliver the 
best possible policy. Cooperation is not an end in itself, but a means of developing cultural institutions, 
encouraging individual artists, and raising the international profile of both. The principal members of the team are 
the Ministry of Education, Culture and Science, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the embassies, and the cultural 
financing bodies. Then come the sectoral cultural institutions, the Service Centre for International Cultural 
Activities (SICA), and the government units responsible for delivering policy. 
 
The overall goal of international cultural policy can be expressed in three more detailed objectives: 
 

1) To make the Netherlands better known abroad as a meeting place for cultures and the arts 
world. 
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The ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛǎ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜŘŜǊƭŀƴŘ ±ǊƛƧƘŀǾŜƴ όάThe Netherlands as a free 
ǇƻǊǘέύ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƴ Ŝ ŘƻŎǳƳ ŜƴǘΣ ǿ ƘƛŎƘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǊǘ ŦƻǊƳ ǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŘŀƴŎŜΣ 
theatre, visual arts, music, mime, photography, and film. The programme assists international festivals 
and co-productions plus performances, exhibitions, and conferences in the Netherlands. 
 
The LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƴ Ŝ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳ Ŝ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ Lǘ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎΣ ƛƳ ǇǊŜǎŀǊƛƻs, 
festival directors, and representatives of cultural institutions to pay working visits to Dutch institutions 
and financing bodies. 
 

2) To preserve and maintain the common cultural heritage 
 
Many places in the world still bear physical reminders of a former Dutch presence. The Dutch were 
traders, explorers, and colonial rulers, and what they left behind has become part of the history and 
cultural heritage of the countries they affected. 
 
We have learned from experience that, to preserve our heritage abroad, we need to spread the word that 
it is a common cultural heritage ς and therefore of international rather than purely Dutch significance. 
 
Our common cultural heritage has its roots in the trade carried out by the East and West India Companies 
and in Dutch colonialism in Asia, Africa, and South America. It includes artefacts commissioned in other 
countries and built or delivered by Dutch people, even if the Netherlands has had no further involvement 
there. And it includes artefacts of the common heritage in the Netherlands, originating in countries with 
deep, mutually influential ties here. 
 
The government assigns cultural priority to seven countries with potential for cooperation in several 
heritage sectors: Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Ghana, Suriname, the Russian Federation, South Africa, and India. 
 

3) To ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ b ŜǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘǎΩ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ŀōǊƻŀŘ 
 
International cultural policy focuses on a limited number of priority countries. The Netherlands is too 
small ς in cultural and other terms ς to cooperate with all the countries in the world. 
The priority countries are: 

¶ the EU member states, especially those that engage in a great deal of cultural exchange: France, 
Germany, the United Kingdom, and the Flanders region of Belgium; 

¶ countries due to accede to the EU in the next few years, especially Hungary and the Czech 
Republic, plus the Russian Federation in view of historical ties and bilateral cultural relevance; 

¶ countries with which the Netherlands has special ties because it has drawn many immigrants 
from them, especially Morocco, Turkey, and Egypt; 

¶ countries with which the Netherlands has special historical ties, such as Suriname, South Africa, 
and Indonesia; 

¶ countries outside Europe that could be important markets for Dutch cultural goods or could 
ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ƘŜƭǇ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ b ŜǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ όǘƘŜ ¦{!Σ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ ŀƴŘ WŀǇŀƴύΦ 
 

h ƴŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ Ƴ Ŝŀƴǎ ƻŦ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ bŜǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘǎΩ ƛƴternational cultural profile is to organise large-
scale joint cultural events in the Netherlands and abroad. 
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Secretariat: Tel.: +31 70-348 4082 / 5412. Fax: +31 70-348 4716. 
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